
Date: 21st of March
Topic:identity from a spiritual angle.
Coming into the session the kids did not know what 
identity even meant or that it was an important 
aspect of self awareness. After the session however, 
the children became aware of how much their 
identity is capable of shaping their whole future and 
how they live out their God-given purpose. They 
learned that their identity is linked to what they 
believe in and how they behave because of their 
beliefs.

Here is how it went down

Hey there and welcome to our  scholarship beneficiaries’ update newsletter. This newsletter will be 

bringing you upto speed with what beneficiaries’ have been up to both in school and over the holiday. One 

will be shared at the end of every school holiday.

We met the beneficiaries on the 11th of March, a week after they had all closed school to catch up. We 

learned that all the kids were enjoying their time in high school and celebrated some achievements such 

as Paul, form 1, being appointed the form 1 captain, Naomi, form 1, getting elected to head 3 school clubs 

and Faith, form 2, getting a perfect score in Math. We also used this time to inform them about the 

holiday mentorship planned. 

Since the pandemic disrupted the school calendar of children globally, Kenya has recorded an all-time 

high in school unrest. Some of our beneficiaries fell victim to this predicament but none were reported as 

culprits. Following this unrest and with a 7 week-long holiday at our disposal, we designed a week-long 

holiday mentorship program for the scholarship fund beneficiaries to address key areas surrounding a 

teenager’s life such as their spiritual development, mental well-being, and career path. 

The program took place between the 21st and 25th of March with the help of mentors/speakers and 

volunteers.
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March 25th (Fun Day)
After so much learning between the 21st and 24th, 
the 25th was a funday to relax and unwind. Most of 
the children lack exposure to other parts of the city 
outside of the informal settlements therefore, we 
took them to a mall in a more affluent part of the city. 
They all went bowling for the first time and most had 
pizza for the first time too. Vitalis, who was 
impeccable at bowling, developed a new interest in 
the game.

Date:22nd March 
Topic: Introduction to mental health. 
The topic was well introduced and the children were 
given an opportunity to share circumstances in their 
lives that may be affecting their mental health. There 
was a lot of sharing and after the session the children 
reported feeling unburdened both mentally and 
emotionally. Some kids confessed to never having 
shared in such a way due to lack of the opportunity
and a safe space to do so. 

Date: 23rd March
Topic: Mental health in relation to education.
The children learned that for their mental health to 
do well in school, especially now with the condensed 
school years, it is important for them to understand 
their personalities, preferred learning styles and 
forms of intelligence. They understood that not 
performing well in academics does not mean that 
they are not intelligent as their intelligence may excel 
elsewhere.

Date: 24th March, 
Topic: Career Path
We invited speakers to share their career journeys . 
The children all had a fixed goal on who they want to 
become in future but upon hearing from the 
speakers, they understood that a career path is not 
always smooth and one needs to not only work hard 
in academics but also on their hobbies. They learned 
that it is important to have various streams of income 
. One can have a career as well as their own business 
or turn their passion and hobbies into their careers.



This is what the kids had to say about the 
mentorship week.

 

”The mentorship was 
so encouraging and it 
was the best”
-Vitalis

”It was good because we 
learnt a lot of things and it 
challenged me on the choices I 
have to make around my 
career and hobbies.”
-Esther

"It was amazing and it inspired 
me a lot. I enjoyed it to the 
fullest and I look forward to 
more and more.”
-Paul

”The mentorship program was so 
enjoyable because I got to interact 
with new people and I learned alot 
from the mentors. I also learnt how to 
manage my emotions and finances. In 
short, it was cool.”
-Naomi

”It helped me know 
facts about myself 
and society”
-Marion

”I really enjoyed 
learning a lot especially 
on how to balance”
-Faith

”It helped me learn 
about the importance of 
having balance in life”
-Valentine

 “it helped me learn 
more about balancing 
my studies.”
-Moses

”The best mentorship 
ever! It challenged me to 
start working towards 
being my best self ”
-Wonderful

 “The mentorship was just 
educating and beneficial to 
me. The program helped me 
alot.”
-Tony



This is what our 
volunteers had to 

say about the 
mentorship week.

Waceke, one of our volunteers 
attended 4 out of the 5 days in the 
mentorship week. You can read 
about her experience 

Back 
to School

Schools reopened on the 26th & 
27th of April and it was reported 
that all beneficiaries reported back 
safely.

Big News!
Wonderful is 
officially in form 
four!

Wonderful is the reason the scholarship fund 
exists. We onboarded him in 2019 as our very first 
beneficiary and enabled his smooth transition to 
secondary school. He is now in his 4th and last 
year of highschool. Wonderful confesses that he 
is abit nervous about it but is also ready to do his 
best in this final stretch. We wish him all the best!

here.

https://starkidsinitiative.org/2022/04/30/my-star-teens-mentorship-experience-waceke-volunteer/


 Life Skills Development Pillar. Focuses on imparting fundamental 21st-century life skills to
children aged 8 to 10 through its Nuru Program and 14- 17 years through its Angaza program.
it has impacted 600 children to date.

Scholarship Fund Pillar. Established in 2019 with an aim to increase the primary-secondary
school transition rates in informal settlements by sponsoring children to public secondary
schools and offering them mentorship opportunities over the holidays. The fund currently
sponsors 10 children.

Infrastructure Support Pillar. Provides schools with the support they need to enhance the
quality of children’s learning environment. Infrastructure support offered so far includes the
refurbishment of the Mukuru Primary School Library, refurbishment of ablution blocks at the
Songa Mbele na Masomo Rehabilitation center, and provision of handwashing stations to
Mukuru Primary School and St. Catherine’s Primary School post-COVID-19. 7000 children
have been impacted by these projects to date.

Advocacy Pillar. Amplifies the initiative’s mission with a bid to call relevant stakeholders to
action. The initiative’s advocacy efforts include publishing articles on its website, participating
in webinars, interviews, and conferences, and providing a platform for the voices of
underprivileged children to be heard.

Star Kids Initiative is a Community Based Organization that works within the Mukuru Kayaba
informal settlements of Nairobi, Kenya. The organization was founded in 2013 with a mission to
empower underprivileged children to reach their full potential by providing them with access to
quality education. The organization achieves its mission by providing access to quality education
through 4 pillars:

Star Kids Initiative at a Glance

Let’s Socialize Plug in

Volunteer as a mentor.

Donate funds:

Mpesa Paybill: No.: 317558
Account Name: Scholarship Fund

Follow us on social media,

Share our content .
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